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Study I. 

Hosea 1:1-2:13. 

A  Share  in  God’s  Pain

Purpose: 

To identify with the pain God feels for his people 

when we drift away from him into the world’s sinful ways.

 What is the most difficult thing anyone has ever asked you to do?


Prayerfully reflect on your choice and the outcome.

Hosea proclaimed God's message to the Jewish people in the eighth century B.C.


It was a time of prosperity and success 

mixed with spiritual corruption and idolatry.


We do not know how Hosea became a prophet except that 



"the word of the LORD" came to him  (1:1).

Hosea grieved over a people once pledged to God



But now unfaithful.

Read Hosea 1:1-2:1
1. What unusually difficult commands did God give Hosea 

and how did he respond?

	Question 1. 

Since we are shocked and offended by the idea of a prophet 

mar​rying an immoral woman at God’s command, there have been many attempts to explain and reinterpret Hosea’s marriage to Gomer. 

There are three typical theories: 

(1) Hosea was told to marry a woman who was already a prostitute; 

(2) Gomer was pure when Hosea married her but later became immoral ; or 

(3) the “marriage” is only symbolic of God’s relationship with Israel, 

      and Hosea never literally married Gomer.

The second interpretation seems to best fit the historical relationship 

be​tween Israel and the Lord. 

              “If she had been impure at marriage 

                         the analogy to Israel would not fit

                          - Israel was pure and became impure, as Gomer had done” 

(Walter A. El well, ed., Show Pocket Bible Handbook [Wheaton, Ill.:  Harold Shaw 1984], p. 222). 

In any case it is always dangerous to explain away what the Scriptures say 

          since by doing so we disregard the authority of Gods Word 

          and leave it open to any interpretation. 

Certainly, in this case it only weakens the impact of Hosea’s writing.


2.
If you had been Hosea at what point would you have dropped out 

and told God you would not cooperate with his plan? 

Or do you believe you would have carried through to the end and why?

	Question 2. 

Let group members respond or not respond as they wish. 

Let each group member’s self-evaluation stand, 

             whether or not you agree with it. 


3.
While she was married to Hosea 

but unfaithful to him 

Gomer gave birth to three children 

(Hosea 1:3, 6, 8). 

What mixed feelings would Hosea have had about the children?

	Question 3. 

While having natural love and protectiveness for his children, 

                Hosea must have wondered if they were truly his, 

                especially in light of the names God gave them: 

                               names illustrating unfaithfulness and rebellion.

The story of the massacre at Jezreel (1:4) 

               is related in 2 Kings 9-10. 

God had commanded Jehu to wipe out the "house” of the wicked king Ahab.      

               Jehu showed unnecessary cruelty when he slew 

                              not only the house of Ahab at Jezreel. 

                              but also the visiting monarch from Judah, Ahaziah, 

                              and almost all the members of the Davidic family 

(2 Kings 9:27; 10:13-14). 

               Jehu, further​more, extended this massacre to all the friends 

                              of the ruling family (2 Kings 10:11 ). 

The point is most evident that divine approval for an act 

                              does not thereby carry with it indifference 

                              as to how that act is accomplished 

                              and how many others it may involve” 

(Walter C. Kaiser Jr. et al., Hard Sayings of the Bi​ble [Downers Grove, Ill.: Intervarsity Press, 10061, p. 236).


4.
The Lord explained that Hosea’s marriage to Gomer 

would symbolize Gods relationship with unfaithful Israel 

(1:2). 

How does marriage to an adulterous spouse 

illustrate Gods relationship with sinful humanity?

	Question 4. 

Use this question to emphasize 

                how sin violates God’s exclusive claim on out love and reverence 

                and how it contaminates our loving response to God.


5.
 Christians often say that we are called to 

"hate the sin but love the sinner. "

What conflicts arise when a person intends to be both just and merciful?

	Question 5

Think of specific situations when you have needed to show 

                 both justice and mercy. 

For example, your teenager came home several hours past her curfew 

                 with a questionable excuse.


6.
In this passage 

how does God proclaim to Israel both 

his justice 

and his mercy?

	Question 6. 

While the passage is full of God’s judgment, verses 1:10-11 re​veal that God will not give up on his people.


7. 
Read Hosea 2:2-13. 
How would you describe the moods and emo​tions you detect 

in God's words about Israel?

8.
What were God's purposes in persistently punishing Israel 

(2:6-10)?

	Question 8. 

It is interesting to note the uses of the word therefore in this pas​sage 

(2:6, 9; see also 2:14). 

God’s purpose was to persuade Israel, the people he loved, 

                that they needed him. 

His methods seem harsh, 

                 but his purposes were for their ultimate good 

                 and for the sake of their relationship with him. 

He longed to bring Israel back to himself.


9.
What would Israel lose because they had rebelled 

(2:9-13)?

	Question 9. 

When Israel was about to enter Canaan after their slavery in Egypt ,

                 God promised them that they would prosper 

                          if they obeyed him , 

                 He also warned that they would face disaster 

                          if they disobeyed him (Dent 28). 

The threats of 2:9-13 

                          are  only a fulfillment of God’s historic warnings.


10.
When have you, like Hosea, 

had a close relationship with a per​son 

who was rebelling against God ? 

Describe how this feels.

	Question 10. 

This is a personal question. 

People should be given an opportu​nity to respond if they wish, 

                 but don’t press for a response. 

Point out how, when we love a wayward person, 

                 we share a little of God’s pain over that per​son.


11. 
What does this passage reveal to you about how your own sin affects the Lord?

	Question 11. 

This question may surprise group members 

                   because it takes the study in an unexpected turn. 

The Bible not only shows us the condition of humanity in general ; 

                   it shows us our own shortcomings. 

James 1:22-25 likens the Word of God to a mirror 

                   that tells us the truth about ourselves.


Thank God for his justice and his mercy. 

Pray privately for one person who needs to face up to sin 

and come to know the forgiving love of God. 

Ask the Lord to love that person through you.

Consider this question. 

Why is spiritual growth more likely to result from obeying God in hard things 

rather than easy things? 

Discuss your reasons with someone, 

make journal entries or both.

